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Where would we be today without Galileo? That is actually a freaky question because without him we might not have ever had thermometers, or telescopes that can see into space, and we might still be thinking the Sun orbits the Earth. Galileo had the perfect characteristics for what he did throughout his whole life. He was observant, curious, and patient which helped him in discovering and inventing. This man was brilliant and was destined to change everyone’s lives for the better.

Galileo Galilei was born on February 15, 1564 in Pisa, Italy. He was the oldest of six, possibly even seven kids. As a kid he loved gathering scraps from around the house to make mechanical toys. His family was not rich but that did not stop them from receiving a good education. Galileo’s parents, Vincenzo and Giulia, sent him to Camaldolese Monastery to be educated. His father wanted him to get a medical degree but Galileo didn’t care for that which made it hard for him to take it seriously. Instead, Galileo was interested in mathematics and natural philosophy. He privately taught mathematics in Florence and then in Siena he held a public appointment. In 1586 during the summer, he wrote his first scientific book called The Little Balance, which was about Archimedes’ method. 
In 1589 Galileo became a professor at the University of Pisa in mathematics. Galileo began studying the pendulum by watching a dangling lamp swing back and forth located in the Cathedral of Pisa. In 1602 he discovered the law of pendulums which states no matter how long the string is, the time of its swing will stay the same. 
He was not well paid as a professor at the University of Pisa so when his father died he had to look for something better in order to provide for his sisters. With the help 
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of Guidobaldo del Monte in 1592 he was able to get a job where he was paid three times more working as a professor at the University of Padua in mathematics. His duties of being a professor were to teach the medical students geometry and astronomy. People believed Aristotle’s ideas about astronomy but Galileo disagreed and was a Coperican (someone who believes in Copernicus’ theories).  Aristotle believed that the heavier an object was then the faster it would fall. Galileo proved him wrong and found that all objects fall at the same rate. 

In 1593 Galileo invented a basic water thermoscope which allowed temperature differences to be measured. It was a container filled with bulbs of varying masses. The buoyancy of water changed with the temperature, so according to the temperature some bulbs would sink while others floated. To tell what the temperature really was, you would find the lowest bulb which indicated what the temperature was. Their thermometers used water which made it so you couldn’t measure anything below freezing, but because of this others started using alcohol because it froze at a lower temperature than freezing point.   


Galileo was never married due to his financial situation. He however took interest and had a long relationship with Maria Gamba where they had two daughters and one son.

  Galileo was not the first person to invent the telescope but he did improve the first one created by Lippershey immensely. In 1609 Galileo wanted to make his own 
telescope. His telescope not only magnified objects three times as much, but also made the object appear right side up. This invention became very popular to the public because 
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they wanted to spy on their neighbors since Italy was divided. Galileo had no interest in spying on people so instead he used his telescope to observe space. With the telescope he looked at the moon, discovered four moons around Jupiter, studied supernova, ensured the stages of Venus, and discovered sunspots. Through his discoveries he came to realize that the Earth along with all the other planets revolve around the Sun. 

People doubted what Galileo said and for that reason he was put on house arrest for the rest of his life. He got an eye infection but could still manage to continue his experiments. He was totally blind and at age 77 he died on January 8, 1642 in Arcetri. In his will he requested to be buried next to his father in their family tomb in the Basilica of Santa Croce. His relatives did not follow through with this because they feared the Catholic Church would be upset with the idea. Therefore they buried him in a fine tomb inside the church. 

Although Galileo Galilei deserved a much better ending to his life he will always be remembered for the accomplishments he did throughout his life. Just imagine if he were still alive today and how much more knowledge he might have discovered. From Galileo’s existence he has shaped the way we all think and believe things to be. I am grateful for his accomplishments and for the thermometer that tells us what to wear for the day, if we are sick, how hot it is in our oven, and many other things. He is a great man and deserves more credit in today’s world! 
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